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of the Briand-Kellogg Pact and were ' firmly resolved to guarantee
respect for existing contractual engagements and the maintenance
of the established territorial order'. They therefore guaranteed
mutually 'the security of all their Balkan frontiers' (Art. 1), and
undertook 'to consult with each other on the measures to be taken
in the face of eventualities capable of affecting their interests as
defined by the present agreement5. They also undertook 'not to
embark on any political action' in respect of any other Balkan state
which was not a signatory of the agreement 'without previous mutual
discussion, nor to assume any political obligation towards any other
Balkan state without the consent of the other High Contracting
Parties' (Art. 2). The agreement was to come into force on signature.
It was open to signature by the other Balkan countries (Bulgaria
and Albania), whose adherence would be 'the object of favourable
examination by the contracting parties' (Art. 3).

An additional protocol, the terms of which were not made public
for some weeks after signature, defined the nature of the engagements
into which the four states had entered in more precise terms. By
Article 1 of the protocol, the signatories accepted the definition of
the aggressor given in the conventions signed in London on the 3rd
and 4th July, 1933. The pact was declared not to be directed against
any Power. Its object was to guarantee Balkan frontiers against
aggression by a Balkan state, and it would come into operation
against a Balkan state which joined another Power in committing an
act of aggression upon a signatory (Arts. 2 and 3). The signatories
agreed to begin negotiations within six months for conventions in
conformity with the objects of the pact (Art. 4). They recognized
that existing treaties remained binding upon them, and declared that
the pact was 'not in contradiction with previous obligations' (Arts.
5 and 6). If any signatory state should commit an act of aggres-
sion against any other country, the relations of that state with the
other signatories would cease to be governed by the terms of the pact
(Art. 7). The maintenance of existing territorial arrangements was
declared to be incumbent upon the signatories. The pact could be
denounced after two years, and if not so denounced, and in the absence
of agreement to the contrary, it would remain in force for another five
years. Thereafter, failing denunciation, it would automatically con-
tinue in force for seven years more (Art. 8).

While the negotiations which preceded the signature of the pact
were still in progress, a question regarding the implications of the
agreement had been raised by the Soviet Government with the
Turkish Government. The Soviet Ambassador in Angora had drawn